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No sweeping or taking out the trash
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In the first few days of the New Year, many people don’t sweep the floor
or throw away rubbish because they believe it may sweep away good

luck and wealth.

If you need to clean, it’s better to do it before the New Year starts.
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No haircut
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“Hair” (§2) sounds the same as “to get rich” (%) in Cantonese, so it is seen as a
lucky word. Many people cut their hair before the New Year, and they avoid
cutting hair during the festival.

Also, scissors and sharp tools are believed to mean cutting money or good

luck, so people try not to use them during the New Year.
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No visiting or going out on the third day of LNY
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People say the third day is called “Red Mouth”, which means it’s easy
to argue with others.

So, many families visit relatives on Day 1 or Day 2, and on Day 3 they
stay home and rest to avoid quarrels.
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Avoid saying unlucky words
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During the New Year, people try to say lucky sayings like “Gung1 Hei2
Faat3 Coi4” and “Wish you good health”.

They avoid saying words like “die”, “lose”, “fall” or other bad-luck sounds,
because they may bring bad luck.
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No getting angry
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New Year is a new beginning, and people hope to start it happily.
They believe that getting angry during the New Year may bring bad luck for

the whole year.
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