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“Jyutping Made Easy":

A Bridge from Pronunciation to Reading

“Jyutping”, short for the “Linguistic Society of Hong Kong Cantonese Romanization
Scheme”, is a phonetic system that uses the Roman alphabet to represent Cantonese
sounds. With clearly defined initials (consonants), finals (vowels), and tone markers,
Jyutping helps students accurately pronounce words, thereby improving their
listening, speaking, and reading skills.

In designing the “Hongkongese Made Easy” curriculum, we hold firmly to one belief:
language learning should be both engaging and systematic. For Hong Kong children
growing up overseas, learning their home language—Hongkongese—is not
something that happens naturally. It requires structured support and effective tools
to build a strong foundation and promote independent learning.

That is why we have integrated Jyutping into our core curriculum and developed this
dedicated companion resource: “Jyutping Made Easy”.

For young learners, learning Jyutping brings three key benefits:
1.Improved pronunciation - helping students speak more clearly and reduce
common errors;
2.Stronger reading support - connecting sounds and written forms, aiding in
memory and comprehension;
3.Enhanced self-learning ability - empowering students to look up pronunciations
and meanings independently, without always relying on adults.

Our goal is not only to help students “speak” and “read” Hongkongese, but also to help
them learn how to learn — to use tools like Jyutping to build a solid foundation for
language development.

Of course, Jyutping is only a temporary support. As students grow more confident in
their pronunciation and literacy, the system will naturally fade into the background,
allowing them to focus on understanding and expressing meaning through the
language itself.

We hope “Jyutping Made Easy” will serve as a helpful set of training wheels —
guiding learners as they begin their Hongkongese journey with confidence and

stability.
ERAEXHEFAE
Hongkongese Learning Platform
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dai_g jat™ jingg sik yuT_6 ping-3
= 250
% % ﬁ.e?‘\._];‘ ﬁg—h %’

Chapter 1. Introduction to Jyutping

jyut_, ping-s Si_g sam.g mo '

B Te B R4 R
What is Jyutping?

~N

jyut_; ping-3 sig jat” zung? jung jing”' man*? zi_; mou.s ping=s ceot”' jyut_s jyu.s duk_g jam"

Me 31 2 — AR X T EHE LB F T8y Ee

Jyutping is a system that uses English letters to show Cantonese

' dik™ fong™' faat-s

sounds .

jin., hok.s hok,g wui? faat-s ming., dik™

PR e AWM O

jau., hoeng™ gong”

® k1993 £ 0w F B
It was created in 1993 by the Linguistic Society of Hong Kong.

taa”'  si

nu\- ?<'

gaa' soeng.s ja duk_g jam™ siu

jyut_g ping-3 zau

EH R P X T b~ T E R Rl
Jyutping is like a little reading hint for each Chinese character.

hol e Wuis jyut_g ping-3 ho” ji.s bong™ nei.

ﬁ g éﬁ - 'T VA M t
If you learn Jyutping, it will help you:

faat-s jam™ gang-s zeon?
Q % % £ % Speak more clearly

jing_g zi.g gang—s faai-3 ’
= 2 . . =
Q & F ® & Learn Chinese characters more easily ~ .

20i_g din_g nou.s din_s; waa™ soeng., daa™ zi

kT RIE u% T F Type Chinese on a computer,/phone

Q f 6 & —”"f’- ;ﬂl Look up words by yourself




jat™! Zi_g jat™  ping J-3 jam B

—F - #F

One character, one Jyutping syliable

J.-

i, Jyu:,.,r -3 haig tung? zung” go

#ﬁ%‘%#’

In Jyutpmg system, each character

i
Zig
=

.f—
( character )

@ " F& o, (1 / me)
) TR (you)

@ " 4% | ( mother )

O

go-3  Zig

1 18 &

1 character = 1

jau.s jat”"  go jat™

ﬁﬂ#’*ﬂl%ft "1!“‘7

Sometimes,

@rﬁJ:l/me

%MET

one character is one word:

ﬂi] BoE o
has its own Jyutping syllable.

ping-3jam™’
# oo

( Jyutping syllable )

= ngoo
= neid
= maal
‘% %' == 6
S 07 g
: duké 2
hoké

go-3 jyut_g ping-3

=1 {8 & #

Jyutping syllable

™ =

. 1syllable




4 )

jat™  go— eng.s go-3 waak_

e @A AR L e HEE || 855

Sometimes, a word has two or more characters: 2 syllables

@ Mother =T 4%54% | = maal maal "f-. d (¥1]|08 “I
[ 3 syllables

(p) Sorry =T $hoBfx ($FAL) | = deoid mé zyu

4: zwﬁaaé’a*"

Each character has its own sound,

llll duk

B e BT WA B 3 |
Put them together, and you can read the whole word|

go-3 Zig go-3 jyut_ ping-3 ing? jam™

1 BF=1BEH=1BEF
@ | character = 1 Jyutping syllable = 1 sound

\. J

baa”? ¢ ., Zing=3 kok dik™" jyut_s ping-3 pi jan li <, hei” loi.,

Yo S E b E GE ) L B M B b e A o

Draw a line to match each word to its correct Jyutping.

7 @ @ nei5 hou2 maal
174775 @ @ soengb hok6
2 @ @ ngo5



ijt—L‘

2 3 %

ping-3 jam

1 Zit-3

dik™

BBy = N OB

I, IO A R
saam ' faai-z siu™* ping-3 tou.,

The 3 Little Puzzle Pieces of o
Jyutping Syllable

e am™'  zit-3 jaus saam™' bou_, fan_g
151 :}ﬁ BmoAa =

A Jyutping syllable has 3 parts:

YL
Initial: The beginning sound
BE panEyr (AEBe A& LRT)
Final. the vowel sound at the end (sometimes with an ending
consonant)

e B W T AT MBS
Tone: the pitch of the sound

0

zit—3

.-Ek

‘-Ir’(_j mou. wan.s mou.s sin J LI\U JEIT

i’é%ﬁ’f%,‘ai B+ B =

initial + final + tone

|

syllable

!!J

)ﬂ

lmtxal\

i

Tone

B

/ R

%
ot

et

Final




i.s jat gung., jau.s

B W A —# R
In Jyutping system, there are in total.

19 53 &

B 3 2
initials finals tones

maan™ hok_; zaap

1.5 2

ZME AR REEY!
We will learn them all in later chapters|

jyut_s ping-3 siu"? ping-3 tou.,

1.2 B /N B Jyutping Puzzie

ErROXTrHAETEBEFFRAF

Split the word in the middle into. initial, final, tone, and character.

& L i

Initial > ] Tone
Mmaa
= EERES

dd

Character )9?"3 Final
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jyut_s ping-3 jyu., daan*? dong-s

2. 9 3 & & 4 Jyutping fish ball stall

baa Z0 ci., Jjyu.s fan™ caak-z sing ing™!

P I R

Split the words on the left into initials, finals, and tones.

@ 1st character 2nd character
REOWE RV ORE WE R
Initial  Final  Tone Initial  Final  Tone

1.
2.
3.
4,

11



zung? git-3
Summary

uf_.,[ 1g-3 leoi.s jat™  go—s -2 jat™ go= sing' jam™ jat”"  go-s  zi

jam™  zit-s 6 Zig
EEHE —EEHRE—@EF(—@F)
mui.s  go-3 jyut.g ping-3 jam™  zit-a jaus saam™ bou_g fan_g .
5B FE A=A

sing™ mou.s wan,s mou,s wo_g sing ' diu_g
3 N 3g P 2@\ o
aA = o

jyut_g ping-3 leoi.s zung™? gung_ jau.s go-3 sing” mou_s go=3 wan.s mou.s wo. go—3
\ ~ X
@ 9 b je 4 % A 19 8 A B 58 {8 3 B f2 6 18
sing”!  diug
B A o

e In Jyutping system, 1 syllable represents 1 sound (1 character).

e A Jyutping syllable consists of three parts. initial, final and
tone.

e There are in total 19 initials, 58 finals and 6 tones in the
Jyutping system.




dai_g Jig fo-—3 cat”! daai_y wan,s mou_s

Rt R#EF
Chapter 2. The 7 Main Finals

jyut_g ping—3 leol,s jaus cat™ go-s zy u-3 taa”

L. ﬁtﬂz%%ﬁ&’ {F‘iﬂ-:: %@

There are 7 main finals in Jyutping, they are:

LS
|
Final 51 Examples
% & &
1 aa
faal gaal gaal saa1l
fe x B %2

13




EEES

{5 Examples

Final

e
cel ze1 se2 se4
2 A 5 e,

4

I jil si1 si2 Jid
® = ) B

o
bo1 go1 fo2 gwo2
;8 #F K x

14



EEES

Final
5 u
6 yu
7 oe

s dik™!

gu1

i

t

syu1

cat™ daa

{5 Examples

\. o
N
gu2 fub fu3
53 5y &

zyu jyu2 Syu6

3 %, fot

hoe1

#e

The 7 main finals in Jyutping are:

<@> BB E et kA A8 €00 U yu oe

15
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jat” go—3 wan.s mou.s hyu " ceot™ nei.s teng”' dou-s dik™ Si_g naa.s jat® go-3
5“*"”5&& F— BB B B KRB LT — O

Listen to the final your teacher says. Circle the one you hear.

1. aa e i 2. O u yu
3. oe u i 4. aa o) oe
5. Yyu e u 6. | e u

B T A Bl E
7 Main Finals + Ending Sounds

ze.s at™ go-3 wan.,5 mou.s "i_.J :yu"' Jlu=3  wan.s mou.:
2 @B ELs 2881

These 7 finals are called “main finals”

b

lfﬁﬁ‘cﬂ"i']‘blﬁ fFﬁf%@ﬁn,tTﬂé’J%

because we can add different ending sounds to them,

B H T R WM S W A

just like dressing them up to make many new friends|

16




(2 L W 3

Initial Final Tone

25

c,aa

saam-
<L rad
- &
=

—

hap_; hei”? loi., wui,s  duk_g sing., saa”’

ls+aa+1) &4 & ° st & % & 1o
s + aa + 1 makes the sound T /4 | (saal).

. = m = -1 - =1
yu., gwo™®> ngos mun,, gaa~' soeng.s mei,s jam”' zau.g Wwuis bin-: sing., saam laa-3

w R A im b Er Tmlo st &g T=1 o !

If we add ‘m’ at the end, it becomes ' = | (saaml)|

baa”? saam™' ze.s go— sing! jam™' laai”' coeng., loi., ting™” nei,s wuis sin”' ting=s dou-3
e TZ) s Mk 8 kAR K& &R 3 (s

[4

If you say “saam1” slowly, you will hear “saa” first,

zoi-3 teng”' dou-3 dik™ sing™ jal it

Az Tmi ook Q
then the “m” sound at the end!

17



(2 L W 3

Initial Final Tone

NN L7
. R\
AN i i ong 1
Eﬁ
j+i+1] /\l;':»il;k ?i,é"‘;gﬁk r:f{J“’ N2

j+ i+ 1 makes the sound T & | (ji1).

mun., gaa ' soer meis  jam™ Zal_g  WUQs 19 laa—3

bR R E R E gl
If we add ‘ng’ at the end, it becomes T 3 | (ying1)|

A

baa~? ze.s am™ laai”' coeng., loi., ting wui, ting-z dou-

b T3 J 1,4@1% 8 K ;}wﬁ’w—' 555* 5| r:cz(i'1)J’

If you say “jing1” slowly, you wil hear “j” first,

At sl Tngl e & & o * (
then the “ng” sound at the end!

Rz e PHESZARENBRF
You will learn more finals in later chapters,

dak™ si-3 aau”? ceot” naa

N ARRR BT L@ 285 5 o

try to spot the 7 main finals when the time comes|

18



2 T AMBIT Wt FA MRS
% 3 4 WA O

The 7 “main finals” can have different ending sounds,

and they will turn into new finals,

s mou.s ling, line, h

1. %” H :# 2 & Match the Finals

BEGR T RFRERQRFLLARC
Listen to the word. Match it to the right final.

| s____ 1
ﬁi ® o !
] w____ 1
o o
A e
n. 2 6

19



V. s______ 2
e
V. h____ ngl
X o
Vi. § 1

zaau”? wan.s mou.s

2.3 % # Find the Finals

js  haa_; ja cat”  go-s waan., pei,, dik7 wan.s do? zoi, matyy gin? zu baa”® ta ceot™ loi

EEETE NS YIRS
There are 7 naughty finals hiding in the objects. Try to find them alll

20
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zung? git-3
B 4 %
Summary

jyuts ping-s leois dik™ cat™ daai_; wan.s mous sig .
s
L B R+ K# B L8610 U YU oe
jis gaa”' soengs bat” tung. dik' meis jam™

@ 2 e XS BIT i & AR R
bin-3 ceot™ san”' dik? wan.s mou.s

I B

cat™ daai_g wan.s mou.s ho?

(@

e The 7 main finals in Jyutping are: aa, e, i, o, u, yu,

bJ

oe

e The 7 “main finals” can have different ending sounds, and
they will turn into new finals.

cat”’ daai_g wan.s mou.s

= AeeE b

The 7 Main Finals




dai_g saam™ fo-3 sing”'  diu_g

5 —= 2@ . 2>
%;:_azt.)ﬁ‘a

Chapter 3. Tone

jyut_g  jyu.s jaus seng”' diu_,

K s EAwE

Cantonese - A L@nguage with Tones

dik” Jyu jing,

\

sing™ diug Si_g Jan., syut-3 waa_g Si., sing” jam™ dik" gou™ dai” bin— faa-
(B3] A A B B 46 548 81t o W

Tone means the change in how high or low your voice is when you speak .

20l jyut.; Jyu.s zung ! diu_g ho? jis  goi® bin-3  ziig dik ji- si71

ERE P RMTALE FHE L

In Cantonese, tone can change the meaning of a word

jyu., gwo”? loeng.s go- -’i—; dik™ sing™ mous wo., wanss mou,s jat”' joeng.g daan_g sing” diug bat™ tung.

ﬁnﬂ"trﬁf@ é‘]"é&%ﬂ%ﬁt"ﬁ’fﬁéﬁ*)ﬁﬂ‘ﬂ’

If two sounds have the same initial and final, but different tones,

ji-3 si'  jaas wuis bat™ tung.,

EB L RRA O

they can mean different things.

23



) #i:

w1 A THl S M AT A — 1o & (M) f8 & (ad) °

The characters " 4% ; and " % | have the same initial “m” and final “aa”

9

egHrr &l 2% -%°T8HI & %5 8)
but they have different tones (" 4%  Tone 1 and " B | Tone 5),

O T

B E B R — 4]

so their meanings are different|

-1

Zi_g sing”’ diu_g ; :ﬂ
5 # 3 g &
Character Tone Meaning
maa_

ﬁ% 1 Mother

maa.s

,E] 5 Horse

jyut_g jyu jung_g bat™ tung., dik™ sir 4‘ diu_, bin_g bat™ tung., dik al

@ 2 JﬂTH%%ﬁU‘E"%ﬁZHé’J

Cantonese uses different tones to tell words apart.

24



(13
lin.g zaap-g

% B

&l

sai-3 sam ' ling., ting-2 lou. si' duk_. ceot”

moB B EEREE DB GRBEREAG S 5 52)

Listen carefully to how the teacher says these two characters. Can you hear the difference in tone?

%*@?%%%%ﬁ%?§§£

Which character has the higher tone?

1 L fi sing™  diu_g ji-ssiT! 2l i sing™  diu_g jies osiTt

Zi_g zi_g
= U = = 2 > =z
3F }:é-— 9 IS 'E‘kys‘ =F ):é% 5}%] IS ‘Egs‘

si-3

m 4 g
ze_g - Si.5 8 ‘_K‘>v
4t 6 Thanks Jj A7 5 Market et

3l i sing™ diu_g jis s 4l i sing™  diug jis s

Zi_g Zi_g
ngo., fu, To support 3 Q
ﬁ“: "H—: 4 with hand \& ‘ﬂ
ngo.s fu_g

g 6 Father A




zica ik é

®
;J\ %U 5 ¢

cin=2

Fun Fact
sing” jam™ dik" gou™ dai' siig jau, sing” daai-s muis mius zan- dung.s dik' ci-s  sou-3 kyut-s ding_s dik™'
2 A =2 =) Bx ot o ANy b § S - o
FEEHN e RAOEPEDEIHORBEAZEH
sing” daai-s zan-s dung; dak™ jyut faai-s sing™” jam™ zau_ jyuts gou™

BEHm T H A ARBE E T RGO

jat™  bun™ loi, syut-s naam., saang™' syut-3 waa_g Si., sing™ daai-3 mui,s mius zan-3 dung_s joek-3 zi-3

— /R FABEE AR EHESH H 0 2

ci-3 neoi.s saang” zak™ joek-3 zan-3 dung_g zi-3 ci-3

500 %k 5 & &£ B 4 & % 150 £ 1000 %k °

The pitch of a sound depends on how many times your vocal

cords vibrate each second.

The faster the vocal cords vibrate, the higher the sound.

When talking, men’s vocal cords vibrate about 90 to 500

times per second,

while women’s vibrate about 150 to 1000 times per second. /

26



jyut_g jyus  jaus  luk_g

jyutog  jyu.s

dik™ sing” diu_g
B & a %A

Tones in Cantonese

go-3 sing™ diu_g

T K6 EAA-

There

sing” diu_g

B 9

Tone

H 12
lai.g  zi”

%l F
E.g.

meng? zi_g
2% F
Name

diu_g zik_g

7 A
Pitch

T1

gou™ peng.,
High
level

5

T2

gou™ sing™

& It
High
rising

3to5

are 6 tones in Cantonese.

si—3

J’_ h)
ey

zung™ peng.,

o
Mid
level

27

a%&

dai”' gong—s
& ¥

Low
falling

2to1

Si_s

o

&

Low
rising

2to3

dai”' peng.,

&

Low
level



lukg go-3 sing” diuy, dik" diu zikg

S 18 A e E4E
The pitch levels of the 6 tones

diu_g  zik_g

A A
Pitch Value

gou™ 6

X:) m

High .

dai™ . ‘

& :
. si., gaan-3

Low a . ' B Pl
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN --.---------------------) .

Time

Smg1 diu; dung_g hei? lcumﬁ
Tones Action Fun!

muis go-3 sing” diu,g jaus bat” tung,, dik” gou™ dai”' jam™ jat™  hei? jung_g dung_, zok-3 gei-3 zyu_g taa” mun.,

BERERAAEARD I/ T — A HERLETM!

Each tone has a different pitch. Let’s use body movements to help us remember

them!

dai_; jat™ sing”

% — & Tone1 T1

zoeng™ soeng™' sau? geoi> gou™ zoeng_ mo? dou-? tin” hung”’ jat™ joeng_g

TR BB R E - A
Raise both hands up high, like you’re

touching the sky.

28



dai.g jig sing™

% — # Tone2 (T2
maan_s maan_s geoi> gou™ sau”? hou”? zoeng_g sing” jam™ sing™ spenq.s heoi-s
2 = - + g
R EHF R L KO
Slowly raise your hands up, like the sound is
rising .

ﬁfié&Tone?: ‘

sau? zaau~? hoeng-3 ngoi_g geoi”> dou-3 gan™ gin™ bong? jat™ joengs gou™ biu-?
FRA®E S RBR BB - B K
sig  sing” jam™ zoi, zung™' gaan™

R EE M

Elbows point out, and lift them to shoulder height,

to show a middle pitch.

J\L

% vg & Tone 4 '

deon™ haa_g sau”?  zi?  deiy haag zoengs sing” jam™ dit-s haa_g heoi-s
BT FHRET A EETHRT £
Squat down and point to the ground, like the sound

is falling down.

J \L

%, % % & Toneb '

deon™ haa_g sau”? maan., maan_q geoi”? hoeng-3 soeng_q zoeng_g sing” jam™ cung.,
9 = = E3
b _%‘ Iru‘;g lrur’;'a ;ﬁ% ] ,{% ‘é ST JRA
| F L Y B g K
dai”' sing™ hei?

I

Start in a squat, slowly raise your hands up, like

the sound is rising from low,

daig lukeg sing”

% 5 # Tone 6 '
~ —_—
o o

deon™ haa_g z0eng™ hoi™' soeng™ sau? san” zik g zoeng_g sing™ jam™ jat™  zik ting.,
BTORMEFMHNE K EF AR
lau,, zois dai”' waig
¥ e AR fx

Squat down and stretch your arms out, as if the sound is
staying at a low pitch,

29



Si—3 jat™!  si-a

= 1>
ey

—

X Let’'s try!

[

ceng? gan™' zoek_; lo si”' daai_g seng

%%E&%%éﬁkéﬁﬂ

™ long.s dul haa

§ T @ A8

an.s mou.

.5:0

Read the following 7 main finals aloud with the teacher.

long.s duk ba

B
When you read,

sing™ diu_g

# 3

T1
Tone

aal

el

i
P

ol
Finals

ul

yul

oel

ek A A L B

dik™ sing™' diu

T2

aa2 aa3
e2 e3
i2 i3
02 o3
u2 u3
yu2 yu3
oe2 oe3

7 »

30

ou_, ceot” bat™ tur

Y EN R L

use different body movements to show different tones.

aa4
e4
i4
o4
u4d

yu4

oe4

™

aab aab
eb eb
i5 i6
ob 06
ub u6
yub yub
oeb oeb

A >



long.s duk

an™ zyu., tau zi-a

B T MR A 0 4 E 2

san”  dik™ dur jat™  hei

b b —

duk.

-%I

R
When you read aloud, move your head, hands

, or even your whole body!

>,

ze”™* joeng_; nei.

k*? )f.l El

(ja'l\':fl am”? sau.; dou- s dik™ gou™

5]5\ ']f‘agfﬁfi’]rjffﬂ’f&"
This helps you feel the high and low sounds of each tone

/< T1
0
BEBE — BB TR A

Read the words below together with the body movements

2 1.

hoeng™'gong~?

%

hei”?fun™ siu”? pang.,jau_s
2. & # :

AN 3

waak_g waa~*
b, = =

JE2) =

L ]
—_— —_—

tek—3 zuk™ kau.,
¥ R K
31



sing” diu.y, mo' faat-z zau-3 jyu.s
TP EER
Magic Tone Spelis

ji haa_g jau. jat™  se”! gaan™ daan ! iy gei— dik™ mo™' faat-s zau-3 jyu.s

WF R - B Bt Rk KB

gei-3  zyug Jyut_g jyus  dik” uk_g

T oM B e fr B SE g o~ E R

diu_;
]

J%]'

Here are some fun and easy magic spells to help you remember

the 6 tones in Cantonese|

% 3 saam | gau? | sei-3 | ling, | ng.s | jig

Spell = j;b g 3; E/R —

i-3 si”!

= 3 9 4 0 5 2

Meaning

e

zau-3 jyu.s _1

oo A -2 -_ . o~ =
5t & iSddMm wun Sdl—3 ngau., Nadm.s MIN_g

spell = B3, Kz} = F %@
oo &

& "= Three bowls of small beef brisket noodles. ’
Meaning @@
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3.

%2 | cat” | dim? |bun-3 | lai., | ngo.s dou_g

Spell 't 'Et}_:, ‘LF u‘% ﬁ }?L

Come to my place at 7:30.
Meaning

nei,s jau.,s mut_, jau,s faat jin

107" faat-3 zau-3 jyu.s jau. mo™'

RAEAERATEREREH LB A
Did you notice anything special about these magic spells?

ze,s

uk_g Zla, ing=3 hou 1] liu ai jat™ 2i-3 al

A ETERH T HE — 5 B~

The six characters use tone 1 to tone 6 in order!

faat-z fai- dik™ con j 3 cong-3 zok-3

/ TN EPEIR R EERAY SRR

Use your creativity and try to make your own magic spells|

zoeng™' sing™ diug wo., ciy, jyus jat”' hei?

gei-3 wuis  bei? daan™ duk_g
A EH A FE R LR

gei-3 sing™' diu_g Jungk jig dak™ do™
_a );é _\-)a % /E y
It’s easier to remember the tones if you
learn them with a word

, not just on their
own|
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han? do™ jan, jing,, wai., sing” diu.g si.g jyut,s jyus zung” zeoi-s kwan-s naan, dik™ bou_g

BB AND L FEAE LE P REH I

fan_g ngo.s jaa.s faa lius  jat™  dim? si,, gaan-: coi., hok.g wuis nei.s jat™
I’ O \ — B A5 9 H
fr ° Kb LT LAE S 1 - - e

dingg jaa.s ho? jis  dik™” gaa~' jau~?

F o T BBy S ! .
Many people think tones are the most difficult part ¥y
of Cantonese. | also took some time to learn them

— you can do it too, keep it up|

diu_;, zip=3 lung.

1. fg% w)%] p 2 f‘g Tone Chain Game

oG R EREE @7
REHERE AR WE RARR AT
FZaR SR EAN BT B E = EF
DR T

The first student reads the first word.

The second student repeats the first word, then adds the second word.
The third student says the first two words, then adds the third, and so on...

If someone makes a mistake, they lose]

si”! si”? si-3 sie, sis Si_g

(AN RO SN S SR
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£ D
X2
fan™ fan-? fan-3 fan., fan_s fan_g
A = & & o
2 S¥B B g H O OEH M
o A
fu™ Ay fu? fu—3 fu,, fu.s fu_g
; =
> X KR B K’ W g
) © 0.
se”’ ge’z se-3 se., se_s F.;,e__e
. A
“ b 5 42 | £ A
2 yy
jyu™ jyu? jyu-s jyu, jyu.s jyue
? . >
>oon TR B - & W B
‘a8

ing" diu_g

2. i A& 27 Fill in the Tone

Wk LT M B0 O E M L E ko B o

Listen to the teacher read the word. Fill in the blank with the correct tone.

B . i "

/7N

hoi

hing___ ceoi___

hii. V. .
+f o 7
mou

jyu__
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Vi.

WO ping___ wan___ dung___

diu_ fo~

}j’é} ﬂ)z] )( ;,ﬁ Tone Train

E 6 kR E®S TR REHA M D

Six passengers are lost and can’t find their carriages.

BEMEREZHLFT R — B REE LK FE

Listen to the teacher say each passenger’s name, think which tone it is,

Kl MERE R EAE R
Bl %o B AT E !
Don’t forget the magic spells|

P\‘
>
&

o |
- .

then send them to the correct tone carriage.
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I-

':!|-| -3

4+

DTSN R = 4

Summary

Syut-3 waa_g Si., ngo.s mun, dik" sing™ jam™ jau.s gou™ jau.s dai”

gEE - AN EE S AR Tk TE AL
When we speak, our voice can go high or low, that’s called a tone.

zes zau_g Sig sing” diu_g

jyuteg jyu.s jauss  luk.g  go—3 smg1 diu_g sing” diu_g bat™ tung., zn_6 dik?  jis siT

L2 ANBER FEAIRAFHEELE R A

Cantonese has 6 tones. If the tone is different, the word meaning can

jaas  wuis bat™ tung.,

change |

zes luk,, go-3 sing™ diu,g dik gou™ dai”' sig ze.s joeng_g dik™

BN B A AR R E AR
Here’s how high or low each tone sounds:

sing” diu_g

B

= 1 2 3 4 5 6

Tone

T A Y T
High High Mid Low Low Low

Name level rising level falling rising level

diug  zik_g
i
5 3to5 3 2to1 2to3 2
Pitch
jaus jat™ se™ mo™' faats zau-3 jyu.s ho? jis bong™ neis gei-s zyu sing” diu_g

- Bk RGBT AN ki B

There are some magic spells to help you remember the tones|

saam™ gau? seis  ling., ng.s ji_g
— e -
® - 1w X H =
saam™ wun? sai-s ngau.,, haam.s min_g
® = it 4 M4
= Eg fy 4@

cat"’  dim? bun-s lai,, ngo.s doug

®* v B ¥R KA
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dai_s sei-3 fo-3 jyut_s ping-3 zi_s, hok_s gung™' geoi_
A = . 3 &P’ Q x
# ™R HHF i -

Chapter 4. Jyutping Self—learning Tools

z0i_g _6 SO0ENng., saug_1 wut_g zum:|'1 nei,s jaas ho? ji.s  jung_g jat™!  se” siu? gung'1 geoi, loi,, caa., dukg jam™

A BEEFFRE TR —®% T B4R B EF

ling ping=3 jam™ gaa”' sam™' gei-s jik'

OB e R B!

In your daily life, you can also use some simple tools to check

pronunciations, practice sounds, and strengthen your memory .

jyuteg jyus sam*? jam™' pui-3

= 5 5
g F E R
Cantonese Pronunciation and Word Matching Database

caa., zung' man? zi_, dik" jyut, ping= dukg jam™ wo., pui-r  Ciy, rﬁgﬂT
B X F B M B

e T
H i

Bl T
sik' hap, caa, daan”' zig dik" zing-3 kok-2 duk.; jam™ I Sl
A EEFHEERFO [ i P
IU‘;:.‘;" Chinese Character Database:
Look up the Jyutping, pronunciation, — pi=ii gl on Con e
- . . e b oo e
and word combinations of Chinese e bR iz
characters. Great for checking the § oprm s
e |
correct pronunciation of individual e L e e
ption Systen: Computing Prog) ). Since the apy of the Clrinese Syllal]
Ch&P&CteT‘S . E:K- = -V e _' af ihe (‘lewnrmfw D.v:f&r;:ﬂ Eff'rl.'mum Hopf:lmn' in-lm;weh:a\‘
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https://humanum.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/Lexis/lexi-can/

jyut_g din?

g s

CantoWords

jyut_s jyu.s mongssoeng; ci,, din”? ho? caa., jyut; ping-s w2/ 8
| 2h 23 b ;}:#. S
e A L 3 T 5 9

ci., ocaai? sk’ lai_; geoi-s wo_, faat-z jam™

1

|
Zig :
FRMBES Bl AR E
noi_g jung., fung” fu-s i
nNEEEe :
An online Cantonese dictionary. Look |
|

up Jyutping, word meanings, example !
|

|

l‘ii rﬂi mE
3?0 !!l

B

o :

=

:

&

s

sentences, and pronunciations.

https://words.hk/
@ https://words.hk

jyut.g jyu.s ping= jam™ biu~?
E 2E 4:# 3L
= oo B %

jyut6 ping3: The Standard Romanization Scheme for Cantonese

gaai-3  siu_g hoeng™ gong™? jyus  jin., hok.; hokeg wui? jyut.; ping— fong™ on-:
NBEBETLEG LB R
tai., gung’ sing” mou.s wan,s mou.s sing” tiu,, wo., faat-s jam™' yUtB p|ng3
g EF BT BEANRF
si_g faan_
o~ $5 °
WEAE 5258
Learn the Jyutping system developed by BE B :

the Linguistic Society of Hong Kong.
introduces initials, finals, tones, and

pronunciation examples .

@@mmwmmwm

—xxmen ® JEETTTIVCYR
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https://jyutping.org/

\.

jyut_g jyu.s ping-3 jam % syu”' jap., faat-3
J%" U F W ON R
Jyutping Input Method
RSB Ak £ T
F4E % b Jﬂ g éﬁ :}T — i
It F *é%ywﬁf

Install a Jyutping input method to type
Chinese on your computer or mobile phone.
Practise Jyutping while you typel

@ https://jyutping.net/
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hoeng™ gong™?
%z%

Hongkongese Learning Platform

jyu.s man., jin., Zzaap-g ping.,

zyun™ wai_; hoi”? ngoi_g hoeng™ gong? jyus man., ze
2 A E N F K E ﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂ’f]"”"

* dik™ hoeng™ gong yu.s  mar ap_g hok_; zaap_

&ﬁﬁ?%%%% 5 X R E B W

5

F R
Designed for overseas learners of
Hongkongese. It provides systematic learning
resources for Hongkongese and Jyutping,
and

including teaching materials, exercises,

educational articles for teachers, parents,

and students.
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.,..,\...,w___._..._:,
—,1_-.,\5;15'..3‘;5;-. v g
A R R b

git=3  jyu.s

4 =&

LR § o
Conclusion

NEAR | R — MR |

=4

2H o BV~ RS AR R

LoBH RS 5 | CTREBRIE  FEiTE
PR GFFEBZ]

298 /fl/j,

s

BT HE - BRE L A B LT |

Congratulations| You’ve finished Book 1] Now you know how Jyutping

is made, and you’ve learned the 7 main finals and 6 tones.,
Next, we will learn all the initials and finals step by step.

Knowing Jyutping has many benefits| It helps you speak, read, and
type better, making it easier to learn Hongkongesel|

Get ready for the next lesson and find more fun in learning
Hongkongese |
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	粵拼
	基礎篇
	第一冊
	yu
	oe
	gw
	aa

	《粵拼好易學》： 從語音到閱讀的橋樑
	“Jyutping Made Easy”:  A Bridge from Pronunciation to Reading
	目錄 Contents
	第一課﹕認識「粵拼」
	第二課﹕七大韻母
	第三課﹕聲調
	第四課﹕粵拼自學工具

	Chapter 1: Introduction to Jyutping
	What is Jyutping?
	Speak more clearly
	Learn Chinese characters more easily
	Jyutping is a system that uses English letters to show Cantonese sounds.
	It was created in 1993 by the Linguistic Society of Hong Kong.
	Jyutping is like a little reading hint for each Chinese character.
	If you learn Jyutping, it will help you:
	Type Chinese on a computer/phone
	Look up words by yourself

	One character, one Jyutping syllable
	In Jyutping system, each character has its own Jyutping syllable.
	（character）
	（Jyutping syllable）


	= ngo5
	「我」（I / me）
	「你」（you）
	= nei5
	「媽」（mother）
	= maa1
	1 character = 1 Jyutping syllable
	Sometimes, one character is one word:

	「我」= I / me
	Sometimes, a word has two or more characters:
	Mother =「媽媽」= maa1 maa1
	Each character has its own sound,
	Put them together, and you can read the whole word!

	Sorry =「對唔住 (對不起)」= deoi3 m4 zyu6
	1 character = 1 Jyutping syllable = 1 sound
	Draw a line to match each word to its correct Jyutping.

	我 你好嗎 上學
	nei5 hou2 maa1 soeng5 hok6  ngo5
	The 3 Little Puzzle Pieces of a Jyutping Syllable
	A Jyutping syllable has 3 parts:
	initial + final + tone = syllable

	Initial: The beginning sound
	Final: the vowel sound at the end (sometimes with an ending  consonant)
	Tone: the pitch of the sound

	聲母 Initial
	聲調 Tone
	韻母 Final
	字 Character
	In Jyutping system, there are in total:
	initials
	finals
	tones
	We will learn them all in later chapters!

	聲母 Initial
	Jyutping Puzzle
	聲調 Tone
	Split the word in the middle into: initial, final, tone, and character.


	aa
	韻母 Final
	字 Character


	1.
	2.
	4.
	3.
	6.
	Jyutping fish ball stall
	Split the words on the left into initials, finals, and tones.
	1st character
	聲母 Initial
	韻母 Final
	聲調 Tone

	ei
	2nd character
	聲母 Initial
	韻母 Final
	聲調 Tone

	ou
	1.
	2.
	3.
	4.

	Summary
	In Jyutping system, 1 syllable represents 1 sound (1 character).
	A Jyutping syllable consists of three parts: initial, final and tone.
	There are in total 19 initials, 58 finals and 6 tones in the Jyutping system.
	Chapter 2: The 7 Main Finals
	There are 7 main finals in Jyutping, they are:


	aa
	yu
	oe
	韻母 Final
	例子 Examples
	aa
	faa1
	gaa1
	gaa1
	saa1

	韻母 Final

	例子 Examples
	ce1
	ze1
	se2
	se4
	ji1
	si1
	si2
	ji5
	bo1
	go1
	fo2
	gwo2
	韻母 Final

	例子 Examples
	gu1
	gu2
	fu6
	fu3


	yu
	syu1
	zyu1
	jyu2
	syu6

	oe
	hoe1
	aa, e, i, o, u, yu, oe
	The 7 main finals in Jyutping are:
	Listen to the final your teacher says. Circle the one you hear.

	aa
	2.

	yu
	oe
	4.

	aa
	oe
	yu
	6.


	7 Main Finals + Ending Sounds
	1.
	3.
	5.
	These 7 finals are called “main finals”,
	because we can add different ending sounds to them,
	just like dressing them up to make many new friends!

	aa
	聲母 Initial
	韻母 Final
	聲調 Tone
	aa
	s + aa + 1 makes the sound 「沙」(saa1).
	If we add ‘m’ at the end, it becomes 「三」(saam1)!
	If you say “saam1” slowly, you will hear “saa” first,
	then the “m” sound at the end!
	聲母 Initial
	韻母 Final
	聲調 Tone


	ng
	j + i + 1 makes the sound 「衣」(ji1).
	If we add ‘ng’ at the end, it becomes 「英」(ying1)!
	If you say “jing1” slowly, you will hear “ji” first,
	then the “ng” sound at the end!
	You will learn more finals in later chapters,
	try to spot the 7 main finals when the time comes!
	The 7 “main finals” can have different ending sounds,  and they will turn into new finals.


	Match the Finals
	Listen to the word. Match it to the right final.
	i.
	aa
	ii.
	iii.
	iv.

	yu
	v.
	vi.


	Find the Finals
	oe
	aa
	There are 7 naughty finals hiding in the objects. Try to find them all!
	oe
	yu



	tin1
	jing1
	syu6
	gwo2
	zyu1
	si2
	jyu2
	faa1
	fung1
	gu1
	haa1
	hoe1
	sek6
	Summary
	aa, e, i, o, u, yu, oe
	The 7 main finals in Jyutping are: aa, e, i, o, u, yu, oe
	The 7 “main finals” can have different ending sounds, and they will turn into new finals.

	Chapter 3: Tone
	Cantonese – A Language with Tones
	Tone means the change in how high or low your voice is when you speak.
	In Cantonese, tone can change the meaning of a word
	If two sounds have the same initial and final, but different tones,
	they can mean different things.

	聲音的高低是由聲帶每秒震動的次數決定的。 聲帶震動得越快，聲音就越高。
	一般來說，男生說話時，聲帶每秒震動約 90 至 500 次；女生則約震動 150 至 1000 次。
	The pitch of a sound depends on how many times your vocal cords vibrate each second. The faster the vocal cords vibrate, the higher the sound.
	When talking, men’s vocal cords vibrate about 90 to 500 times per second, while women’s vibrate about 150 to 1000 times per second.
	調值 Pitch Value

	六個聲調的調值
	The pitch levels of the 6 tones
	高 High
	T1

	低 Low
	T2
	T3
	T5
	T6
	T4

	Time
	Tones Action Fun!
	Each tone has a different pitch. Let’s use body movements to help us remember them!



	將雙手舉高，像摸到天空一樣。
	Raise both hands up high, like you’re touching the sky.

	慢慢舉高手，好像聲音升      去。
	Slowly raise your hands up, like the sound is rising.

	手肘向外，舉到跟肩膀一樣高，表示聲音在中間。
	Elbows point out, and lift them to shoulder height, to show a middle pitch.

	蹲下，手指地下，像聲音跌下去。
	Squat down and point to the ground, like the sound is falling down.

	蹲下，手慢慢舉向上，像聲音從低升起。
	Start in a squat, slowly raise your hands up, like the sound is rising from low.

	蹲下，張開雙手伸直，像聲音一直停留在低位
	Squat down and stretch your arms out, as if the sound is staying at a low pitch.

	Let’s try!
	Read the following 7 main finals aloud with the teacher.
	When you read, use different body movements to show different tones.
	聲調 Tone
	韻母 Finals
	T1
	T2
	T3
	T4
	T5
	T6
	When you read aloud, move your head, hands, or even your whole body!
	This helps you feel the high and low sounds of each tone.


	Read the words below together with the body movements.
	Magic Tone Spells
	Here are some fun and easy magic spells to help you remember  the 6 tones in Cantonese!
	1.
	咒語 Spell
	意思 Meaning
	2.
	咒語 Spell
	意思 Meaning

	Three bowls of small beef brisket noodles.
	3.
	咒語 Spell
	意思 Meaning

	Come to my place at 7:30.
	Did you notice anything special about these magic spells?
	The six characters use tone 1 to tone 6 in order!
	Use your creativity and try to make your own magic spells!
	將聲調和詞語一起記，會比單獨記聲調容易得多！ It’s easier to remember the tones if you learn them with a word, not just on their own!
	很多人認為聲調是粵語中最困難的部份。我也花了一點時     才學會，你一定也可以的，加     ！ Many people think tones are the most difficult part of Cantonese. I also took some time to learn them — you can do it too, keep it up!

	Tone Chain Game
	The first student reads the first word. The second student repeats the first word, then adds the second word. The third student says the first two words, then adds the third, and so on... If someone makes a mistake, they lose!


	1.
	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	Fill in the Tone
	Listen to the teacher read the word. Fill in the blank with the correct tone.
	hoi 　
	sam
	ii.
	i.
	hing
	ceoi
	iii.
	mou
	jyu
	iv.
	sai
	sau

	v.
	wo
	ping
	vi.
	wan
	dung

	Tone Train
	Six passengers are lost and can’t find their carriages.
	Listen to the teacher say each passenger’s name, think which tone it is,
	then send them to the correct tone carriage.

	Chapter 4: Jyutping Self-learning Tools
	In your daily life, you can also use some simple tools to check pronunciations, practice sounds, and strengthen your memory.
	Look up the Jyutping, pronunciation, and word combinations of Chinese characters. Great for checking the correct pronunciation of individual characters.
	https://humanum.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/Lexis/lexi-can/


	An online Cantonese dictionary. Look up Jyutping, word meanings, example sentences, and pronunciations.
	https://words.hk/
	Learn the Jyutping system developed by the Linguistic Society of Hong Kong. It introduces initials, finals, tones, and pronunciation examples.

	https://jyutping.org/
	Install a Jyutping input method to type Chinese on your computer or mobile phone. Practise Jyutping while you type!

	https://jyutping.net/
	Designed for overseas learners of Hongkongese. It provides systematic learning resources for Hongkongese and Jyutping, including teaching materials, exercises, and educational articles for teachers, parents, and students.

	https://www.hkelp.org.uk/
	Conclusion
	　　恭喜你！第一冊學完啦！
	　　你已經知道粵拼是怎樣組成的，還學會了七大韻母和六個聲調。
	　　之後，我們會一步一步，慢慢學會所有聲母和韻母。
	　　學會粵拼，好處多多！它可以幫助你說話、讀書和打字，讓你更容易學好香港語文！
	　　準備好出發，發現更多香港語文的樂趣吧！
	Congratulations! You’ve finished Book 1! Now you know how Jyutping is made, and you’ve learned the 7 main finals and 6 tones.
	Next, we will learn all the initials and finals step by step.
	Knowing Jyutping has many benefits! It helps you speak, read, and type better, making it easier to learn Hongkongese!
	Get ready for the next lesson and find more fun in learning Hongkongese!

	粵拼好易學
	由前大學語文教育團隊設計
	一套專為海外香港兒童設計的粵拼教材
	本冊特色
	建立粵拼基礎 認識粵拼基本規則，輕鬆踏出學習第一步。
	m+aa+1
	maa1
	aa
	oe
	yu

	七大基本韻母 掌握最基礎的七個韻母，建立拼讀基礎。
	六個聲調 配合聲調口訣和聲調動作操，輕鬆掌握粵語聲調。
	粵語拼音

	粵拼自學工具 學會運用字典和網上工具，培養自主學習能力。
	全書中英對照 適合海外香港家庭親子共學，也方便非華語家長 陪伴孩子學習。
	配合《香港語文好易學》 與《香港語文好易學》系列教材配合使用， 發揮最佳學習效果。
	《粵拼好易學》系列
	第一冊 基礎篇
	第二冊 聲母篇
	第三冊 韻母篇





